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A minimum income standard for Britain in 2009

The minimum cost of living, set by members of the public, is rising at twice the rate of inflation. This means it is harder to live on a low income this year than last year. 

Updating 2008's innovative research [http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/minimum-income-2009], some key findings are that:

· Based on views of members of the public, a single person in Britain needs to earn at least £13,900 a year before tax in 2009, in order to afford a basic but acceptable standard of living. A couple with two children need to earn £27,600. 

· The cost of a minimum household budget has risen by about 5 per cent for most families - well above the general inflation rate because they spend more than average on high-inflation items such as food, domestic fuel and public transport. 

Exploratory research with members of the public involved in the 2008 project suggests that even in today’s tough economic climate, people maintain their view of what things are needed to participate fully in society. As such, this is an important contribution to debates about living standards and poverty during the recession.

Try the online calculator to see if your income meets the minimum standard for Britain: www.minimumincome.org.uk [http://www.minimumincome.org.uk/]



Poverty in the media 

The public would have a better understanding of poverty in the UK if more people with experience of poverty could tell their stories through the media, says new JRF research. 

'Poverty in the media: Being seen and getting heard' [http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-in-the-media], which includes three short films, suggests that this improved awareness could help to create a groundswell of public opinion supporting efforts to tackle poverty. It looks at opportunities and challenges in the press, radio, television and the 'new' media, and focuses on: 

· how people can give their views when they are presented as 'case studies'; 

· how voluntary and community organisations can help journalists find people to interview, and the issues these people should consider; and 

· ways of using the 'new' media to produce and disseminate material, and the challenges of reaching an audience. 



Other news and latest JRF work
· Monitoring Poverty and social exclusion in Wales 2009
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/monitoring-poverty-wales-2009]

· Living with social evils - the voices of unheard groups 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/living-with-social-evils]

· 'Social evils' and 'social problems' in Britain, 1914-2008 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/social-evils-social-problems]

· Reflections on social evils and human nature 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/reflections-social-evils-and-human-nature]

· Citizen involvement in local governance 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/citizen-involvement-governance]

· Growing up in social housing in Britiain: A profile of four generations from 1945 to the present day 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/growing-up-social-housing]

· What are the implications of attitudes to economic inequality? 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/implications-economic-inequality]

· Understanding attitudes to tackling economic inequality 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/attitudes-economic-inequality]

· Political debate about ecnomic inequality: An information resource 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/economic-inequality-debate]

· What is needed to end child poverty in Wales 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-wales-2009]

· Building public support for eradicating poverty in the UK 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/public-support-eradicating-poverty]

· Our Stories Our Lives 
[http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/our-stories-our-lives]



Forthcoming publications
· Parenting in modern Britain (w/c 27 July) 

Please note: titles are provisional, and publication dates subject to change.



About us
The JRF's purpose is to search, demonstrate and influence, providing evidence, solutions and ideas that will help to overcome the causes of poverty, disadvantage and social evil.
